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.!Bauuh it wevern and difficull |, |, , you ank Illf gn har howr; back har, nush Bar,
“add clagp bar mghily; Torce her surreacer, Porm B 8 Frobeur, bub & much mors
tiralass snd Invantivs ons than the Frodew of the fable, Foom can be mads do
pherw it frue sapect ealy affer & long fight. . . . The enbeeien paialers have not
‘been chastsd by 4 amr; they have Pltr-\lll'll:l until rafure has bpsn Torced

e show harall, sated and in hee fres sphip”

- Frenhofer te Powsia in Bsleag's "Le Chel-donwra inconm”

HEF[MAH RE'EE wails i -ﬁl'l11!l.|i|1 far. Form frvurn- the reaftops, El
shali bridges, and othar middls-grawds in tha Mew York topog-
r-:||:||1 Fbgwen him, ot @ distance, i the styseraper spine of the island.

r_wjura the streats and the clusters of small buildings that pro-
'Jl'fnrafu liks lichens along the stone flanks of Manhattan.

-The suiv beats down on tha oichure and inbo the paisber's oyes,
'l'h.u Fa.hanm_ discamlort—eovan an—bf tha ambush s part of the
‘painting.

s Form raveals itself after m-nnlh:. of work, The city is clasped
tighily in & surface of pats, dabes, and streats of coler that softhy
hava rained on the cameas,

In kis axtended essay in “Ark Mews™ on Herman Reso, Fairfield
Forter pointed out the parade-lke quality thel informs fhewn land-
scapes. They also have the rifusl yot spontansois gaiaty of & Mew
York porads in which & contingont of garbagecollector of bose-
makers will stroll behind & corps of ‘West Poinfers—smoling cigas,
cracking jekas, wecafully boaping out of step with a V. F. "W, hand
that follows. The boskmakers or garbage-collectars are inherant
to tha arder of tha New York protession, a: are tha caps, scouts,
bugla-and-drum marching sociaties and Wast Pointers,

A eomparable seme of Mew Yaork ritusl in informality, of* pain =
gaiety, can, ba felt ia ltaly, and Herman Rose's pointings of fhe
Hudesn watarfront have been mistaben for contemporary Venetion
vadute, In fact, & comparisen of Harman Rome with Canalatto could
ba insfructiva; thern is a similar hardenieg of atmosphere and granu.
latian of surface, & similar onic distanca befwoen the arfist end b
wew., Dul Hermon Rose's peinted surface i more fraditional than
Canalatia’s (who was & more shylzed arfist] in s continuation and
re-creation of the Impressionists’ plesfic sensabion. Ard, as | have
pointed out st the time of Hamman Rose's inclusion in & Museum of
Modern Art “Fillesn Americans” exhibition, his concept el the
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painfed surlace is abo, in its way, distincily American avantgarde.

I hopa that fhese notes, which you may have stopped looking af
the piclures lamg enough fo read, will invite you fo look af the pics
tures again, end perhaps longer. This @ theic only anlenlion: the
pictures speat elogquantly For thamselves. Thomas B. Hess



